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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 July 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-40 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-40 is/are rejected. 
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8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Response 

1 . After further reviewing claims 1-40, the examiner has withdrawn restriction 
requirement issued on 6/15/2004. Hence, claims 1-40 will be examined in this office 
action. Examiner apologizes for any burden bears to the applicant. 

2. This application has been reviewed. Original claims 1-40 are pending. The 
rejection cited stated below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described jn (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-19, 25-32, and 35-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Markus U. S. Patent No. 6,499,042[hereinafter Markus]. 

As per claim 1 , Markus discloses a method of transferring data relating to a user from a 
first data processing device (15) to a second data processing device (14) over a 
communications network, said method comprising the steps of: 
a) said first device (form-filling server or selective proxy) receiving over said network 
from said second device (form-originating sen/er) a request for said data, said request 
including an identification of one or more pre-defined data elements for which the 
request is made (see fig. 3, col. 1, lines 41-46 and col. 3, lines 20-64); 
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b) said first device accessing a file containing data relating to the user, said file including 
data elements identified by data element identifiers and retrieving from said file one or 
more of said data elements identified in said request (see fig. 3, col. 1 , lines 41-46 and 
col. 3, lines 20-64); and 

c) said first device forwarding to said second device said retrieved data elements (see 
col. 3, lines 43-47). 

As per claim 2, Markus discloses a method according to claim 1 wherein one or both of 
said devices are computers (see fig. 3). 

As per claim 3, Markus discloses a method according to claim 1 , wherein said file is 
stored on said first device (see col. 3, lines 37-52). 

As per claim 4, Markus discloses a method according to claim 1 , wherein said request is 
in the form of a web page having one or more fields for receiving data elements, and 
wherein said identification of one or more pre-defined data elements is in the form of a 
machine-readable tag accompanying said one or more fields (see col. 3, lines 20-64). 

As per claim 5, Markus discloses the a method according to claim 4, wherein said first 
device retrieves from said data file those data elements having identifiers which 
correspond to the tags in the request (see col. 3, lines 20-64). 
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As per claim 6, Markus discloses a method according to claim 5, wherein a browser 
engine (document browser)) operating on said first device adds said retrieved data 
elements to said web page and presents the web page including the added data 
elements to a user before forwarding said data elements to said second device (see col. 
3, lines 20-24). 

As per claim 7, Markus discloses a method according to claim 6, wherein said browser 
engine provides the user with the option to confirm the submission of said data 
elements before forwarding said data elements to said second device (see col. 2, lines 
13-17). 

As per claim 8, Markus discloses a method according to claim 6, wherein said browser 
engine provides the user with the option to vary said data elements before forwarding 
said data elements to said second device (see col. 2, lines 13-17). 

As per claim 9, Markus discloses a method according to claim 1 , further comprising the 
step of said first device logging the submission of said data elements to said second 
device (see col. 3, lines 49-52. 

As per claim 10, Markus discloses a method according to claim 1 , wherein said first 
device is a server (proxy server) which stores said data on behalf of said user (see col. 
1, lines 31-40). 
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As per claim 1 1 , Markus discloses a method according to claim 10, further comprising 
the step of verifying with said user that the data should be forwarded to said second 
device (see col. 2, lines 13-17). 

As per claim 12, Markus discloses the method according to claim 11, wherein said user 
is connected to said network by a device which is physically remote from said first 
device (see fig. 2). 

As per claim 13, Markus discloses the method according to claim 12, wherein said user 
is connected to said network by a third data processing device (see fig. 2). 

As per claim 14, Markus discloses the method according to claim 13, wherein said user 
uses said third device to access a web page hosted by said second device, and 
wherein the user directs said second device to forward said data request to said first 
device in order to supply information requested on said web page (see fig. 2 and col. 2, 
line65tocol.3, linelO). 

As per claim 15, Markus discloses the method according to claim 14, wherein said user 
provides said second device with the network address of said first device (see col. 1 , 
lines 18-31). 
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As per claim 16, Markus discloses a method according to claim 12, wherein said first 
device generates a verification request to said user in response to the data request 
being received from said second device (see col. 3, lines 31-39), 

As per claim 17, Markus discloses a method according to claim 16, wherein said user is 
connected to said network by a third data processing device (see fig, 2), 

As per claim 18, Markus discloses a method according to claim 17, wherein said 
verification request is passed from said first device to said third device via the second 
device (see fig, 3, steps 21-23 and col. 3, lines 31-37). 

As per claim 19, Markus discloses A method according to claim 16, wherein said user is 
based at said second device and wherein the verification is accomplished by means of 
an interaction between said user and said second device (see fig. 3, steps 21-23 and 
col. 3, lines 31-37). 

As per claim 25, Markus discloses a computer program product in machine readable 
form containing instructions which when executed cause a computing device to transfer 
data relating to a user over a communications network by: 
a) receiving over said network a request for said data, said request including an 
identification of one or more pre-defined data elements for which the request is 
made(see fig. 3, col. 1, lines 41-46 and col. 3, lines 20-64); 
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b) accessing a file containing data relating to the user, said file including data elements 
identified by data element identifiers and retrieving from said file one or more of said 
data elements identified in said request (see col. 1, lines 41-46 and col. 3, lines 20-64);; 
and 

c) foHA/arding over said data network to another computing device said retrieved data 
elements (see col. 3, lines 43-47). 

AS per claim 26, Markus discloses a computer program product according to claim 25, 
further comprising instructions to implement a web browser (see col. 3, lines 20-24). 

As per claim 27, Markus discloses a computer program product according to claim 26, 
wherein said request is in the fonri of a web page (i.e., document browser) having data 
entry fields and wherein said browser identifies the data elements required for said 
fields from tags included in the web page (see col. 2, line 65 to col. 3, line 6 and col. 3, 
lines 20-24). 

As per claim 28, Markus discloses a computer program product according to claim 27, 
wherein said browser is effective to fill the retrieved data into the corresponding data 
fields in the web page and to present said web page including said data to said user 
(see col. 3, lines 20-24). 



As per claim 29, Markus discloses a computer program product according to claim 25, 
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wherein said instructions are further effective to cause the computing device to identify 
said user from a plurality of users and to effect an authentication procedure requiring 
input from said user before forwarding said data elements (see col. 3, lines 31-34). 

As per claim 30, Markus discloses a computer program product (computer instruction) 
in machine readable form containing instructions which when executed cause a 
computing device ("the second device") to: 

a) receive from a remote computing device ("the third device") an instruction identifying 
the network address of a further remote computing device ("the first device")(see fig. 3, 
col. 1 , lines 41-46 and col. 3, lines 20-64); 

b) issue a request for data to said first device, wherein said request includes an 
identification of one or more pre-defined data elements for which the request is made 
(see col. 1, lines 41-46 and col. 3, lines 20-64);and 

c) receive from said first device one or more of said identified data items (see col. 3, 
lines 20-64). 

As per claim 31 , Markus discloses a computer program product according to claim 30, 
further effective to cause said second device to forward said data items received from 
said first device to said third device, and await confirmation that said data items are 
valid(see col. 3, lines 43-49, where the external entity 13, verifies and corrects the 
received content and sends the result selective proxy device). 
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As per claim 32, Markus discloses a computer program product in machine readable 
form containing instructions which when executed cause a computing device to: 

a) receive as an input a network address of a remote computing device (see fig. 3, col. 
1 , lines 41-46 and col. 3, lines 20-64); 

b) fonA/ard to said network address a request for data relating to an identified user; 

c) receive from said remote computing device data relating to the user (col. 3, lines 20- 
64); and 

d) utilize said data in a transaction with the user (see col. 3, lines 20-64). 

As per claim 35 Markus discloses a method of obtaining data from a user of a web site, 
the method comprising: 

providing a web page which includes a request for data relating to the user, wherein 
said request includes a machine readable identification of one or more data items 
required to complete the transaction(see col. 3, lines 20-64), and receiving from the 
user one or more of the data items thus identified(see col. 1, lines 18-40), whereby a 
data processing device (13) associated with the user can provide the requested data 
items from a stored file containing data relating to the user organized by data item 
identifiers(see col. 3, lines 20-64). 

As per claim 36, Markus discloses an information transfer system comprising: 

a) a communications network (see fig. 2); 

b) first and second data processing devices(14 and 15) connected to said network (see 
fig. 2); 
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c) a storage unit (disk farm) associated with the first device (selective proxy) and 
containing a plurality of data items relating to a user, in which said data items are 
organized by data item identifiers (see col. 1 , lines 41-58); 

d) computer program means associated with the first device which when executed 
cause the first device to: 

i) determine from a request received from said second device an identification of 
one or more data items for which the request has been made (see col. 3, lines 
20-64); 

ii) retrieve available data items from said storage unit (see col. 3, lines 20-64); 
and 

iii) transmit said data items to said second unit(see col. 3, lines 20-64); 

As per claims 37, Markus discloses an information transfer system according to claim 
36, further comprising a third data processing device(13) connecting said user to said 
network, and computer program means associated with said second device which when 
executed causes said second device to: 

a) receive an instruction from said third device identifying the network address of the - 
first device see fig. 3, col.1 , lines 41-46 and col. 3, lines 20-64); and 

b) transmit said request to said first device upon receipt of said instruction see fig. 3, 
col, 1, lines 41-46 and col. 3. lines 20-64); 

38. An information transfer system according to claim 37, wherein said computer 
program means associated with said second device further causes said second device 
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to forward said data items received from said first device to said third device (see fig. 3, 
col, 1, lines 41-46 and col. 3, lines 20-64), whereby said user may issue from said third 
device to said second device a confirmation signal that the data items are correct (see 
col. 3, lines 43-49, where the external entity 13, verifies and corrects the received 
cont^nt and sends the result selective proxy device). 

As per claim 39, a web site including a web page (document browser) containing a 
request for data relating to a user of the web site, wherein said web page includes a 
machine readable identification of one or more pre-defined data items included in said 
request (i.e., fig. 2, content server 14 and 15 which inherently include web site for 
serving user requests, the servers contain data related user of the content server) (see 
col. 2, lines 20-37) 

As per claim 40, Markus discloses a web site hosted by a web server on a data 
network, said web site including a web page containing a request for data relating to a 
user of the web site, wherein said web page includes an option selectable by a user to 
cause the web server hosting the page to direct a request for data to a remote computer 
identifiable by said user, (i.e., fig. 2, content server 14 and 15 which inherently include 
web site for serving user requests, the servers contain data related user of the content 
server) (see col. 2, lines 20-37). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C, 1 03(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was ^ 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C, 103(a). 

6. Claims 20-24 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Markus in view of Philyaw et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,754,698[hereinafter Philyaw]. 
As per claim 20, Markus discloses substantial features of the claimed invention as 
discussed above with respect to claim 19, including the step said user interacting with 
said second device. 

Markus does not disclose wherein said user interacts with said second device at least 
partially by means of an ID device held by the user and an ID device reader connected 
to said second device. 
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Philyaw discloses a method for accessing a remote location with an optical reader 
having dedicated memory which includes user identification wherein the said user 
interacts with said second device at least partially by means of an ID device held by the 
user and an ID device reader connected to said second device (see fig. 46 and col. 37, 
lines 1-16). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention to incorporate the teaching of Philyaw such as said user 
interacting with said second device at least partially by means of an ID device held by 
the user and an ID device reader connected to said second device into the system of 
Markus such that Markus remotely located users can be provided simple, low cost ID 
device such optical reader which can be attached to a personal computer in order to 
securely access remote locations. 

As per claim 21 , Philyaw discloses the method according to claim 20, wherein said ID 
device is selected from a magnetically readable data carrier, an optically readable data 
carrier, a carrier containing an integrated circuit on which an identification is stored, a 
device operable to transmit electromagnetic signals to an ID device reader, and a 
mechanically readable data carrier (see fig. 46 and col. 37, lines 1-16). 

As per claim 22, Philyaw discloses a method according to claim 20, wherein said ID 
device carries a network address of said first device in machine readable format (see 
fig. 46 and col. 37, lines 1-16 and col. 6, lines 6-24). 
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A per claim 23, Philyaw discloses the method according to claim 20, wherein said ID 
device carries a network address of said first device in human readable format (i.e., 
URL) (col. 6, lines 6-24). 

As per claim 24, Philyaw discloses a method according to claim 20, wherein said ID 
carrier contains information effective to identify the user to the first machine (col. 6, lines 
6-24). 

As per claim 33, Markus discloses substantial features of the claimed invention as 
discussed above with respect to claim 32, including the step said user interacting with 
said second device. 
Markus does not disclose: 

wherein said network address is input by means of a reading device reading said 

address from an ID device held by said user. 
Philyaw discloses a method for accessing a remote location with an optical reader 
having dedicated memory which includes user identification wherein the said user 
interacts with said second device at least partially by means of an ID device held by the 
user and an ID device reader connected to said second device (see fig. 46 and col. 37, 
lines 1-16). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention to incorporate the teaching of Philyaw such as wherein said 
network address is input by means of a reading device reading said address from an ID 
device held by said user into the system of Markus such that Markus remotely located 
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users can be provided simple, low cost ID device such optical reader which can be 
attached to a personal computer in order to securely access remote locations. 

7. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Markus. 

As per claim 34, Markus discloses substantial features of the claimed invention as 

discussed above with respect to computer program product according to claim 32, 

including a computing device (15). 

Markus is silent regarding: 

wherein said computing device is selected from a hotel check-in terminal, an 
airline check-in terminal, and a call centre to which the user has a telephony 
connection. 

Nonetheless, selecting said computing device from a hotel check-in terminal, an airline 
check-in terminal, and a call centre to which the user has a telephony connection would 
have been modification to Markus system. Furthermore, teaches a client computer 13 
can interact with remotely located content/document servers 14 and 15 which may 
obviously act as a hotel check-in terminal, an airline check-in terminal, and a call centre 
to which the user has a telephony connection (see fig. 2). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to utilize 
Markus's content servers as a hotel check-in terminal, an airline check-in terminal, and 
a call centre to which the user has a telephony connection, thus ensuring the system 
scalability. 
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Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Salad E Abdullahi whose telephone number is 703-308- 
8441 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can 
be reached on 703-305-4792. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should mailed to: 

Box AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 
^ or faxed to: (703) (872-9306) 




Examiner Au 2157 
10/15/2004 



